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Today's Topics

1) Myths about Covid 19 and kids

2) What measures are needed to make
schools safe enough to open?

3) Steps you can take to help.



Jennifer Heighton

e Elementary School Teacher & Community Advocate
e Co-Founder, Safe Schools Coalition BC

e Co-Founder, Protect our Province BC



Jaclyn Ferreira

e Researcher, Inclusion and Disability Advocate
e Co-Founder, Safe Schools Coalition BC

e Steering Committee Member, Protect our Province BC
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Colin Furness, MISt PhD MPH MEd (cana

e |nfection Control Epidemiologist

e Assistant Professor, Knowledge Management & Information
Management, University of Toronto

e Assistant Professor, Institute for Health Policy Management and
Evaluation, University of Toronto



US COVID-19 Hospitalizations by Age Group
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Source: https://www.cnn.com/2022/01/04/health/us-coronavirus-tuesday/index.html



How many kids can we expect to need

hospital care?

Based on Previous Waves

 In previous waves, about 1 in every
200 children with COVID were
hospitalized

» Right now, expert opinion is that
hospitalizations from Omicron
about 50% lower than Delta

We would expect about 1 in every
400 children with COVID to be
hospitalized.

Source: https://www.cnn.com/2022/01/04/health/us-coronavirus-tuesday/index.html

Based on This Wave (US Data)
In the last week of December 2021:

+ 325,000 cases in <18 year olds
* 625 hospital admissions each day
* 4,700 hospital admissions each week

About 1 in 70 children with
COVID required hospitalization.

This is likely an overestimate (e.g., too high)
because not all cases are reported.
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How does that apply to kids in BC? @

USA BC
4,700 <18 admissions per week 78 <18 admissions per week
330,000,000 total US population 5,500,000 total BC population

Applying the US rates to BC in a simple, unadjusted calculation,

BC could expect 78 kids (< 18 years old) to be
hospitalized per week



But hospitalizations increased 65% in 1 week@
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If hospitalizations in kids increase 65% each week
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Rate of increase may itself
be increasing (or it may
not be).

Jan 2022

We don’t know



78 weekly hospitalizations in kids may be
manageable if they are all mild, but what i

they aren't?

Comorbidity Risk Factors for Severe COVID-19 in Children

Risk Factor Odds Ratio

Less than 3 months old*
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Asthma*

* Predictors of need for respiratory support (ventilation)

Source: https://journals.lww.com/pidj/fulltext/2021/04000/risk_factors_for_severe_covid_19_in_children.2.aspx
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Vaccination status is the biggest risk @
factor for hospitalization

Vaccination in Children 0-11 years old in BC

Age Group PopulationinBC % Not Vaccinated # Not Vaccinated
0-4 years 226,000 100 226,000
5-11years 345,000 63 217,000

Total Unvaccinated Children: 443,000

Total Unvaccinated Children Attending Daycare or School: 330,000



BC must protect our schools:

PH orders to reduce contact

Remote learning until
transmission is reduced

Provide Better Supports

‘ Upgrade Protections
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COMMUNITY ACTION:

PoP BC, Safe Schools Coalition BC, and
BC School COVID Tracker are joining
forces to put pressure on the BC NDP
with a Phone Zap & Email Campaign.



BCNDP Contacts:

EDUCATION MINISTER
JENNIFER WHITESIDE

January 7, 2022

HONE ZAP TALKING POINTS

Jennifer.Whiteside.MLA@leg.bc.ca

MEASURES NEEDED TO KEEP GUR CHILDREN AND COMMUNITIES SAFE
PREMIER JOHN HORGAN '

WITH THE OMICRON VARIANT NOW RAGING OUT OF CONTROL, | AM
URGING YOU TO PUT THE FOLLOWING LAYERS OF PROTECTION IN

John.Horgan.MLA@leg.bc.ca PLACE BEFORE SCHOOLS REOPEN TO IN-PERSON LEARNING:
DEPUTY PREMIER go remote immediately proper TTIS (including RATs)
MIKE FARNWORTH ventilation equitable remote options (for duration of pandemic)
AQ monitoring (CO2) reduced class sizes
Mike.Famworth. MLA@leg.bc.ca HEPA outdoor eating
proper masking (N95+) vaccine mandate
MINISTER OF HEALTH
ADRIAN Dlx Jol 1N UEMAI 7 > - i Ly \
MY PHONE NUMBER IS _ _; YOUR RESPONSE ON THIS
MATTER WILL IMPACT HBWTVGTE-N'FUTURE ELECTIONS. | LOOK
FORWARD TO YOUR REPLY.

Adrian.Dix.MLA@leg.bc.ca

#BCEd - #BCEdEnhancedMeasures



