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Protecting our Province 



Why test for COVID-19?

Vaccines alone aren’t 
enough to end the 

pandemic

Testing helps us get 
together with friends 

and family more safely

Testing helps us 
keep transmission 

low

Testing helps us know 
who has had COVID-19 

so we can track long 
term effects like long 

COVID 



Rapid antigen testing 
is an effective public health tool

1) There are different types of tests

2) Rapid tests can help protect people in 
many ways

3) Rapid tests should be widely available in 
BC, like in places such as Nova Scotia.



Victor Leung, MD
● Volunteer speaker for Protect Our Province BC

● Member of Masks4Canada

● Advocate for @ThisIsOurShotCA



Rapid Antigen

There are different kinds of tests

PCR

1)   Swab at test site

2)   Analyze at lab

3)   Wait for results

1)   Swab at home

2)   Analyze at home

3)   Results in 15 min



User Experience

Rapid AntigenPCR



More than half of COVID transmissions 
happen before the COVID+ person has 
symptoms.

Johansson, Michael A., et al. "SARS-CoV-2 transmission from people without 
COVID-19 symptoms." JAMA network open 4.1 (2021): e2035057-e2035057.



People can transmit COVID before 
they have symptoms

Chart adapted from CanCOVID



Myth:
Rapid tests are not 

accurate in 
asymptomatic people

Rapid tests don’t care if 

you have symptoms, 

they only care about 

how much virus you are 

shedding.



Myth:
Rapid tests are less 
accurate than PCR 

tests

● Rapid tests are better than 

PCR tests at identifying 
infectious cases

● Because they are so fast, a 

positive rapid test helps 
contact tracers act more 
quickly



Rapid Tests: Common Concerns

Abbott Panbio Rapid Antigen Test will 
correctly identify about 90 out of 100 

infectious people as having COVID.

“Rapid tests aren’t sensitive enough. 
We’ll miss too many cases”



“Rapid tests aren’t specific enough. 
We’ll have too many false positives”

Rapid Tests: Common Concerns

Abbott Panbio Rapid Antigen Test will 
correctly identify more than 99 out of 100 

people without COVID as not having COVID.



Rapid testing in BC
• Dec 2020: Long-term care pilot
• Jan & Feb 2021: Acute care 

outbreaks 
• May 2021: Vancouver 

homeless shelter
• Sept & Oct 2021: Long-term & 

acute care outbreaks



Engaged Communities - Fraser Health 
Authority Partnership



Paul Tupper, PhD
● Professor of Mathematics at Simon Fraser University
● Member of BC COVID-19 Modelling group



BC modelling showed that rapid 
testing in long-term care could 
prevent 50% of infections brought in 
by staff.

Tupper, P & Colijn, C “screening with rapid tests to prevent COVID-19 transmission in Long-Term Care“ 2021 presentation for SafeCare BC. 
https://www.safecarebc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ltc_modeling_tupper_colijn_final.pdf



Testing in schools can be used 
in different ways: 

● ‘Test to Stay’ tests all kids exposed to 
COVID-19 to see if they can stay in 
school. 

● Regular testing detects infectious 
cases before exposures happen. 



Testing to Protect 



One-off use for special occasions
My elderly mother want to see her grandchild for her birthday. The visit is allowed 

under current COVID restrictions. Can I reduce the small risk of COVID 

transmission even further? 

Proposed use: Test child before event and cancel if test is positive.

Situation 

A
ct

io
n

Child infectious Child not infectious

Use rapid test 10% grandparent exposed 0.5% chance event 
cancelled needlessly

Don’t use rapid test 100% grandparent exposed 0% chance event 
cancelled needlessly



BC has used less than 10% of 
the 3,147,706 free rapid 

antigen tests provided by the 
Federal Government,

Canadian Federal Government. Accessed Nov. 1, 2021
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/symptoms/testing/increased-supply.html#a3



Lisa Barrett MD, PhD, FRCPC
● MD, PhD, FRCPC Clinician Investigator and Infectious 

Disease specialist, Dalhousie University, Department of 
Medicine. 

● Pioneer of rapid testing programs in the community in Nova 
Scotia 



BC has used less than 10% of 
the 3,147,706 free rapid 

antigen tests provided by the 
Federal Government,

Canadian Federal Government. Accessed Nov. 1, 2021
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/symptoms/testing/increased-supply.html#a3



Please contact your MLA, or 
Health Authority, and ask to 
have rapid tests used in BC


