(") PoP BC:

Protecting our Province




Today's Topics %

1) Children get COVID-19 and get sick

2) Children transmit COVID at home and
at school

3) We can protect children with masks,
ventilation, vaccination and testing



Children’s “rates of infection can
be comparable, and in some
settings higher, than in adults.’

- Center for Disease Control & Prevention



@ Kids (0-19) and 26%

are 19% of of new cases
BC's population (Sept. 5 - Oct. 9)

Sources: BC CDC Situation Report for Weeks 35 (to Sept. 4) & 40

to Oct. 9); https://bcstats.shinyapps.io/popApp/



Kids in BC can experience Q?
severe outcomes
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Cumulative cases as of Oct. gth (Week 40)

Sources: BC CDC Situation Report for Week 40
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Kids can get “long COVID"

Long COVID: symptoms that continue for weeks after an infection.

Symptoms can include tiredness, headaches, weight loss & “brain fog”.

Source: Government of Canada. Post COVID-19 condition.
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/symptoms/post-covid-19-condition.html



A UK study found that 14 7% of
children develop long COVID.

BC doesnt track long covid in kids.

Source: BMJ 2021;374:n2157 doi: 10.1136/bmj.n2157



BC schools have more exposure @
notifications this year than last year

2020 203

2021 1379

Exposure notifications from Oct. 1 - Oct. 25 2020 and 2021, respectively

Sources: BC School Covid Tracker https://bcschoolcovidtracker.knack.com/bc-school-covid-tracker#home/



About half of children with COVID
have no noticeable symptoms.

Without regular testing, we can't

know how many cases there are in
BC schools.

Source: Sah, Pratha, et al. (2021) Asymptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infection: A systematic review and meta-analysis. PNAS 118.34



In places With First day of school
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more layers of
protection, cases o
did not increase
when school
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7-day rolling average of new daily cases
Sept. 1to 30, 2021

Sources: BC CDC Dashboard; Public Health Ontario; Institut national de santé publique du Québec
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Layers of Protection in Schools
Outside BC

Rapid Testing for Ventilation & Staff Vaccination
Students Filtration or Rapid Testing

* Alberta * Ontario — HEPA filters * Manitoba

* New Brunswick in all SD * New Brunswick
* Nova Scotia * Quebec — CO2 * Nova Scotia

» PEI (pilot) monitors coming to all » Ontario

* Quebec classrooms

» Saskatchewan
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In the US, the death rate for Black,
Indigenous and Alaska Native
children was more than 2.5x the
rate for white children.

BC doesn't collect race data.

Sources: Kaiser Family Foundation analysis of CDC data
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/racial-disparities-in-covid-19-impacts-and-vaccinations-for-children/
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In schools, PoP BC supports:

e Universal, high quality masks

e HEPA filters & enhanced
ventilation (6ACH)

e CO2 monitoring

e Remote learning options

Regular testing
Test/trace/isolate
Provincial staff vaccination
mandate



Our next briefing is

Wednesday, November 3rd
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